
 

 
 

 

Discursive Essay Transition Phrases – Cheat Sheet  

 
 

 
1. Introducing an Argument  
 

●​ One key argument in favor of this view is that… 

●​ A central issue in this debate is… 

●​ It can be argued that… 

●​ One significant point to consider is… 

●​ A commonly held view is that… 

 
2. Adding Supporting Ideas 
 

●​ Furthermore,… 

●​ Moreover,… 

●​ In addition to this,… 

●​ Another important point is that… 

●​ Not only this, but… 

 
3. Presenting Contrast or Balance  
 

●​ On the other hand,…  

●​ In contrast,…  



●​ While this may be true,… 

●​ Although some argue that… 

●​ However, it is also important to consider… 

 
4. Explaining and Analysing Evidence  
 

 
●​ This suggests that…​

 
●​ This indicates that…​

 
●​ This implies that…​

 
●​ What this shows is that…​

 
●​ This evidence highlights the fact that… 

 
 
5. Introducing Counterarguments 
 

●​ A common counterargument suggests that… 

●​ It is often argued against this view that… 

●​ An alternative argument is that… 

●​ Opponents of this view argue that… 

●​ It is often claimed that… 

 
6. Refuting Counterarguments 
 

●​ Nevertheless, this argument fails to consider… 

●​ This viewpoint is limited because… 

●​ Despite this claim,… 

●​ This counterargument does not fully account for… 



●​ A closer examination reveals that… 

 
7. Evaluating and Weighing Arguments 
 

●​ The strength of this argument lies in… 

●​ This perspective is valid in certain contexts,… 

●​ This argument carries greater weight due to… 

●​ This view is particularly compelling because… 

●​ However, its effectiveness depends on… 

 
8. Linking Back to the Question or Thesis 
 

 
●​ This links directly to the essay question because…​

 
●​ This discussion reinforces the thesis that…​

 
●​ In relation to the central issue,…​

 
●​ This argument supports the overall claim that…​

 
●​ This point highlights the main focus of the essay… 

 
 
9. Concluding or Linking Back to Thesis 
 

●​ Overall, these points highlight that… 

●​ In light of the evidence discussed,… 

●​ Taking everything into account,… 

●​ This discussion has shown that… 

●​ Therefore, it can be concluded that… 
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