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Play Review Template  
 

Purpose of the Review: To critically examine the production’s interpretive approach, 
performances, and design choices, and to assess its thematic impact and cultural 
relevance within contemporary theatre practice. 

 

Title of the Review 

Analytical title reflecting the central argument or critical stance​
(e.g., Power, Performance, and Politics in [Play Title]) 

1. Production Details 

●​ Play Title:  
●​ Playwright: 
●​ Director: 
●​ Theatre Company / Institution: 
●​ Venue & Date(s) of Performance: 
●​ Cast (Principal Roles): 
●​ Design Team (Set, Costume, Lighting, Sound): 

2. Introduction & Critical Context 

●​ Situate the play within: 
○​ The playwright’s body of work 
○​ Historical, cultural, or political context 
○​ Theatrical tradition or genre 

●​ Clearly state your central argument or thesis about the production. 
●​ Briefly justify the significance of reviewing this particular staging. 
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3. Synopsis of the Play (Selective & Analytical) 

●​ Provide a concise, non-exhaustive summary of the narrative. 
●​ Focus on elements relevant to your critical argument. 
●​ Avoid excessive plot description; prioritize interpretive relevance. 

4. Directorial Vision and Interpretation 

●​ Analyze the director’s conceptual framework. 
●​ Examine: 

○​ Interpretive choices 
○​ Departures from or fidelity to the original text 
○​ Use of space, tempo, and staging 

●​ Assess how effectively the director’s vision communicates thematic concerns. 

5. Performance Analysis (Acting & Characterization) 

●​ Evaluate principal performances with reference to: 
○​ Physicality 
○​ Vocal modulation 
○​ Psychological depth 
○​ Ensemble dynamics 

●​ Discuss how acting choices contribute to or undermine the production’s meaning. 

6. Textual and Dramaturgical Analysis 

●​ Examine: 
○​ Adaptations, cuts, or textual reconfigurations 
○​ Language, dialogue, and subtext 
○​ Dramaturgical coherence 

●​ Engage with the playwright’s intent where relevant. 

7. Design and Technical Elements 

Critically analyze how design supports or complicates interpretation: 

●​ Set and spatial design 
●​ Costume and symbolism 
●​ Lighting aesthetics 
●​ Soundscape and music 
●​ Integration of technology (if applicable) 
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8. Theoretical and Critical Framework 

●​ Apply relevant theoretical lenses such as: 
○​ Performance theory 
○​ Postcolonial theory 
○​ Feminist theory 
○​ Marxist or political theatre 
○​ Semiotics or phenomenology 

●​ Reference key theorists or critics where appropriate (e.g., Brecht, Schechner, 
Pavis). 

9. Audience Reception and Cultural Impact 

●​ Discuss audience response (observed or documented). 
●​ Consider: 

○​ Emotional engagement 
○​ Political resonance 
○​ Contemporary relevance 

●​ Reflect on the production’s broader cultural or academic significance. 

10. Comparative Evaluation 

(Optional but recommended at PhD level) 

●​ Compare this production with: 
○​ Previous stagings 
○​ Alternative interpretations 
○​ Similar thematic works 

●​ Highlight innovations or limitations. 

11. Critical Assessment 

●​ Summarize strengths and shortcomings. 
●​ Support evaluations with evidence-based reasoning. 
●​ Maintain academic objectivity and scholarly tone. 

12. Conclusion 

●​ Reiterate the central argument. 
●​ Assess the production’s contribution to: 

○​ Theatre practice 
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○​ Dramatic criticism 
○​ Cultural discourse 

●​ Suggest areas for further research or performance inquiry. 

13. References / Works Cited (If Applicable) 

●​ Use a consistent citation style (MLA / APA / Chicago). 
●​ Include: 

○​ The play text 
○​ Theoretical sources 
○​ Interviews or production notes 
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