
300+ Transition Words for Argumentative Essay 
 
With the help of transition words, the writers establish a relationship between the two main 
ideas of the essay. When these words are used correctly in the proper manner, they 
enhance the credibility and flow to make your argument more convincing. The transition 
words in an argumentative essay help the readers to follow the sequence of the essay and 
understand the correlation between the argument and the evidence.  
 
Writing an essay without the use of transition words can lead to multiple stoppages in the 
essay and affect its flow, ultimately compromising the readability. To avoid this from 
happening, students are advised to use the transition words to develop the relationship 
between the two ideas. Here is the ultimate list of words to use, organized by their purpose 
and placement in your essays.  

Transition Words for an Argumentative Essay 
In an argumentative essay, transition words let your reader follow along without becoming 
confused by tying your thoughts together. These are tiny techniques that can improve the 
clarity and persuasiveness of your already strong writing. By using effective transition words, 
the writer can present a well-structured and coherent argument. Here is a table showing the 
transition words for argumentative essays.  
 

In Contrast  At the same time  Soon  In the meantime  For this reason  

Unless  Alternatively  If…then  Last  After that  

In a similar fashion To show it So Despite the fact  Afterwards 

While  Generally Speaking  As Until Also  

In order to  To put it differently  For  As a result  Hence  

One alternative is.. In another way  Due to  Yet  During  

Beyond  Chiefly  Nevertheless  Another thing is 
to 

Now  

Because On the contrary  Accordingly Even if this view 
is true  

After  

Under these 
circumstances  

Afterward  Immediately  Mainly Later  

Then Earlier  Thus  Before  To begin with  

Similarly  While  In the effect  Likewise  Now  



After all  On the other hand  Meanwhile  Henceforth  At first  

In the same way  Therefore However Ending with  Still  

Equally  Since  As a result Due to Eventually  

To clarify  As an illustration  Simultaneously  In Spite of  Soon  

 

Transition Words and Phrases for Essay Conclusion  
The conclusion serves as the final part of an essay. The primary goal of the conclusion is to 
provide a summary or gist of the whole essay in short. An effective conclusion is able to 
recall the main arguments, evidence, and main points of the essay while not exceeding the 
length. But the reader needs to understand that this is the last section of the essay, and 
nothing else will follow this. How will you do that? This is when transition words act as the 
helping words to inform readers about the ending of the essay or argument.  

Here is a table of conclusion transition words for argumentative essay:  
 

To summarize To restate Ultimately In essence 

To conclude  As previously stated Everything considered All in all 

After all To sum up Overall  In essence 

In the final analysis 
 

Taking everything into 
account 

That is to say 
 

Given these points 

In the final analysis In short briefly In brief 

Ultimately On the whole All things considered Consequently  

As a result At the end That is to say  In conclusion 

By and large Hence Therefore  In summary 

 

Transition Words For Body Paragraph 
Your essay's main body is composed of various paragraphs that outline your ideas. To make 
each paragraph flow smoothly into the next, it's crucial to use transition words for body 
paragraphs in Argumentative Essays.  
 
Each paragraph of the body contains one idea and presents arguments supported by 
relevant evidence, briefly discussing them. Each body paragraph should contribute to the 
main idea of the essay. The transition from one paragraph to another should be smooth and 



logical to enhance the readability for the reader. Transition words for an argumentative essay 
allow you to develop the connection between the previous and upcoming paragraphs.  
 
 

Body Paragraph Transition Words 

First Paragraph  Firstly, In the beginning, At the outset, Above all, 
An additional aspect to consider is, Furthermore, 
For a start, Essential to note, To start off, Most 
importantly, As a first step, It is worth mentioning, 
One key point is, Another important factor is, In 
the first place, First and foremost, What's more, 
Initially, To begin with, Primarily 

Second Paragraph Second, Another key point is, Furthermore, Also, 
As you can see, Besides, Correspondingly, Not 
only... but also, Just as, In a similar vein, 
Alongside this, Furthermore, Equally important, 
In the same way, In addition to, Additionally, 
Secondly, Likewise, As well as, Similarly, 
Besides, Coupled with, Moreover, Next, 
Similarly, it can be argued that 

Third Paragraph Moreover, Similarly, Alongside this, Another key 
point, Correspondingly, Additionally research 
shows, Furthermore evidence supports, In a 
similar fashion, Another significant point is, 
Furthermore, Likewise, In addition, Furthermore 
it is important to note, Moreover it should be 
highlighted that, Equally important, Yet another, 
Notably, Lastly, it is worth noting, In the 
meantime, Further, Besides, After that, Then, 
thirdly, As well, Furthermore it is crucial to 
consider 

Last Paragraph Lastly, In the same breath, In a related vein, 
Building upon that, Moreover it is crucial to 
mention, In a similar line of thought, Similarly, it 
is worth considering, That is, Not to mention, 
Taking a step further, That is to say, Adding to 
the discussion, In light of this, Elaborating on this 
concept, Eventually,  Ultimately, Furthermore, it 
is imperative to address, As a final point, 
Coupled with this insight, As an extension of this, 
Expanding on this idea, Expanding on this idea, 
Additionally it is important to highlight, Finally, 
Overall, Ending with 

 



Transition words for Counterclaims 
Counterclaims are an important attribute of argumentative essays as they demonstrate that 
the writer takes into consideration the opposing ideas, which makes his/her argument more 
solid. Handling counterclaims allows the writers to think critically and show the complete 
picture of the topic knowledge. To introduce these counterarguments, transition words are a 
must. They make the essay read in a logical way, letting the readers observe the flow of 
thoughts and witness the contrast of various attitudes, which, in the end, adds to the 
convincingness of the argumentation as a whole. 

Here are some examples of transition words for counterclaims:  
 

 
 
 
Counterclaims Transition Words 

Alternatively, even so, yet, on the contrary, A 
different view is, in contrast, nevertheless, 
whereas, even though, conversely, however, 
otherwise, still, it could also be said that, in 
another way,  
 

 

Good Argumentative Transition Words 
While writing an argumentative essay, you might need to place various transition words in 
your essay to showcase the importance of an argument or evidence. Additionally, you may 
require these words to give direction to the reader about what the upcoming point is carrying 
and its purpose. For example, when you want to provide an example for your reader, you 
can use transition words like "such as" or "for instance."  

Here is a table providing transition words and their purpose:  
 

Purpose Transition Words Examples 

 
Emphasize In other words, without question, To put it simply, This is to say, Mainly, to be more 

specific, What I mean is, To clarify, most importantly, above all, most of all, In other 
words, Certainly, without a doubt, much more, To put it differently, to explain, 
undoubtedly 
 

 
Summarize Overall, as a result, thus, all in all, finally, in brief, for this reason, , in summary,, in 

conclusion, to summarize, in other words, consequently, accordingly, hence, in any 
case, therefore, and so, to sum up, all in all, in closing, in short, in any event, on the 
whole, briefly, by and large,, t, on the whole, to conclude, ultimately 



 
Contrast Otherwise, In spite of, Still, Similarly, Yet, As an illustration, Equally, In a similar 

fashion, Simultaneously, Conversely, At the same time 
 

 
Compare  In comparison, as well, equally important, both, in the same way, also, similarly, just 

as, by the same token, compared to, correspondingly, likewise, analogous to 

 
Add an idea first, second, in addition, third, next,, moreover, furthermore, as for, besides, further, 

regarding, above all, in fact, indeed, in the same way, as to, with respect to, what is 
more, either, neither…nor, as well, again, not only…but also, similarly, additionally 

 
Show cause and 
effect 

subsequently, because, consequently, hence, thereby, therefore, in effect, then, for 
this reason, so then, previously, as a result, accordingly, thereupon, so, since, after, 
at that time, before, henceforth, followed by, concurrently, thus, due to, owing to, 
initially 

 
Show sequence First, Then, Subsequently, In the meantime, Afterward, Earlier, Next, Simultaneously, 

Previously, Finally 
 

 
Qualify and 
clarify a point 

perhaps, probably, for the most part, many if not all, granted, what this passage 
means is, put more simply, to clarify, no doubt, surely, naturally, although this may be 
true, namely, that is to say 
 

 
Give an example for example, for instance, as an illustration, such as, as a case in point, in general, 

specifically, namely, as an example,  markedly,  to demonstrate, in fact, chiefly, 
illustrated by, including,  in particular, more specifically, in this case, notably 
 

 
Get an abundance of transition words for each purpose of your argumentative essay, 
enhance its quality, and maintain the flow of your essay.  
 
Visit the StudyUnicorn website to find more transition words on various topics.  

https://www.studyunicorn.com
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